52   HAUPTMANN AND SILESIA
Captain Weisspapier said that the people should wait. First he had to drive to the Soviet headquarters at Liegnitz.
During his absence the number of petitioners increased to at least a hundred. The Dutchman was finally so deeply moved by their stones, which he had been forced to listen to for hours, that he brought the members of the delegation out into the park.
In a flash they were completely surrounded by people. Lieutenant Chanov, who had photographed every nook and cranny of Wiesenstein and Agnetendorf, refused to take a picture of this crowd of desperate but hopeful people. Apparently it was "not his department."
The hubbub caused by everyone's trying to speak at once made it impossible to carry on an intelligent conversation, and so first of all we divided the people into small groups. Each person was allowed to tell about his troubles individually. Johannes R. Becher apparently had spoken to the captain previously and found out what wishes could be granted. Letters to relatives in one of the four German zones of occupation were accepted. This was a great relief to most, since the Polish postal system sent mail to all countries in the world except Germany. In addition, single suitcases and packages of personal possessions and parcels of important papers were accepted, to be forwarded to their destinations from Berlin. Soon most of the petitioners were taken care of.
The "difficult cases" had to wait until the captain's return. They sat around patiently in the warm midday sun in the park.
The captain had brought back food for Hauptmann's household from Liegnitz. He had also conferred with the Starost in Hirschberg. The traveling orders from the Soviet marshal had caused the Polish official to issue a new certificate of protection for Gerhart Hauptmann and to bring it over personally.
The official document of the Rzeczpospolita Polska, which figures in the history of the times as the "Zhukov Certificate," reads as follows:
"At the express wish of the Cultural Delegation of Marshal Zhukov, the German writer Dr. Gerhart Hauptmann in Agnetendorf is placed under the special protection of the Polish State. Any trespassing in his house, removal of objects therefrom, and molestation of his person are expressly forbidden and will be punished to the fullest extent of the law."
I received the same certificate of protection. A little later it was also granted to the six scholars and artists in the Hirschberg district who were to be taken along on the special train to Berlin and Dresden that was being planned. The seventh, Professor Eugen Kuhnemann, died before that time, completely destitute. He is said to have been buried at Schreiberhau.
Captain Weisspapier had had the local functionaries of the P.P.R. (Polish Communist Party) called together at Wiesenstein by town messengers.
Eight men and one woman had appeared at the designated hour. Most of them were very young. All of them looked insolent. Two were